EDITOR'S PREFACE,

THE history of Spain, better than that of any other European
country, enables the philosophical historian to trace the con-
catenation of causes and effects in the life of a nation, and
thus not only to demonstrate the scientific basis of his own
teaching, but also to draw the deductions and conclusions
failing which the study of history would be useless as an aid
to wisdom. This peculiarity, and the geographical and ethno-
logical reasons to which it may be mainly attributed, add
infinitely to the fascination of Spanish history as a study,
and to its usefulness as an introduction to the systematic
teaching of the history of other countries whose national
phenomena are more complicated and less obviously connected
with anterior facts.

Situated at the most westerly point of the European
continent, and farthest from the centres of ancient civilisation
in the Eastern Mediterranean, the Iberian Peninsula received
from succeeding civilisations the last waves successively sent
forth during their periods of energetic development and
expansion: so that each succeeding culture reached Spain at
its highest stage of vigour, and ran through its course of
maturity, decline and extinction on Spanish soil The his-
tory of the country consequently presents a concentrated view
of the war of diverse systems which during the Middle Ages
decided the fate of the civilised world. Thus, in historically
recorded times, at least four great types of progress have
made Iberia their last bulwark in Europe against the ad-
vancing tide of new dispensations which were to overwhelm
them, Carthaginian, Roman, Visigothic and Arab culture,
one after the other, flourished, lingered and expired in
Spain; but each system left behind it traditions and me-
mories of its own, by which some continuity of progress was

b